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reasons, but sadly also as a result of price
gouging. In my home State of New Jersey,
residents voiced concerns over fair and honest
treatment when purchasing gasoline for weeks
before a federal emergency declaration was
declared and state price gouging statutes
were triggered.

For these reasons, the bill does not require
a federal emergency declaration to be issued
before the FTC could begin an investigation.
Instead, the bill sets out specific factors for the
FTC to use to determine whether the com-
modity is being sold at an unjust or unreason-
able price. If the FTC makes the determination
that price gouging exists, the bill ensures that
the violator, whether an individual or a cor-
poration, is subject to strong civil and criminal
penalties.

Americans in every corner of the country
are today being faced with unprecedented en-
ergy costs. We owe it to our constituents to
ensure that no one is profiting unjustly at their
expense. | urge my colleagues to speak for
them and to support the “Energy Price Dis-
cipline Act of 2005.”
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Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in recognition of Hispanic
Heritage Month and pay special tribute to the
extraordinary contributions of Hispanics to-
wards our great nation. Hispanic Heritage
Month, which began on September 15th, com-
memorates the anniversary of independence
for five Latin American countries—Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nica-
ragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile both de-
clared their independence in the month of
September. This anniversary celebrates the
day these countries declared their independ-
ence from Spanish colonial rule, and con-
tinues to represent the shared heritage of all
Hispanics in our hemisphere.

This month-long commemoration allows us
to celebrate the diversity within the Hispanic
community in the United States. America’s cul-
tural diversity has always been one of our na-
tion’s greatest strengths. Although Hispanics
share a common language, their history is
rooted throughout the Americas and the Ibe-
rian Peninsula. Hispanics represent a mixture
of several ethnic backgrounds, including Euro-
pean, American Indian, and African.

Throughout our history, Hispanic Americans
have contributed to the greatness of America.
From the earliest settlers in the New World to
the most recent arrivals seeking greater op-
portunities and freedoms, Hispanics continue
to add to America’s unique culture.

According to the Census Bureau, in 2002,
there were 37.4 million Hispanics residing in
the U.S., representing 13.3 percent of the total
population. More than 2.7 million Hispanics re-
side in my home State of Florida, and com-
prise almost 17 percent of the population. As
a relatively young and rapidly growing popu-
lation, Hispanics are poised to make their
mark on our nation for generations to come.
Through their hard work, commitment to faith
and close-knit families, Hispanics have the po-
tential to have a significant impact on society.
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Furthermore, beyond this data, the reality is
that Hispanics are an integral part of Amer-
ica’s social fabric. More than one in eight peo-
ple in the U.S. are of Hispanic origin. During
this month-long celebration, we recognize the
millions of Hispanic Americans who value a
strong commitment to family, hard work, and
community. In various aspects of society, from
the world of sports, music, and literature and
to the entrepreneurial sector, Hispanics con-
tinue to live and pursue the American dream.
As legislators, we must continue to work for
the advancement of initiatives that support and
provide opportunity for all.

During Hispanic Heritage Month, | urge all
of my colleagues to join with our fellow citi-
zens in celebrating this rich and diverse cul-
ture, and | encourage all Americans to recog-
nize the significant role Hispanics play in cre-
ating and building this great country.
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Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, Cerritos College celebrates its 50
years of dedication, tradition, and influence in
the 39th Congressional District and southeast
Los Angeles County. It stands as an honored
institution within the surrounding communities
and continues to provide excellent education
and training to thousands of students year
after year.

A community’s dream to extend the edu-
cational opportunities of local youth resulted in
the birth of Cerritos College. Established in
1955, Cerritos College began with a humble
195 students, 10 teachers, and 15 subjects.
Today, the College enrolls more than 22,000
students and offers over 180 areas of study.

Cerritos College’s dedication to quality edu-
cation has made the College an asset to both
career-oriented students as well as life-long
learners. From political science to business,
culinary arts to computers, Cerritos College’s
programs are invaluable in providing the
knowledge and skills needed to succeed in to-
day’s dynamic world.

Cerritos College has embraced and utilized
technology in providing quality education and
services to its students and faculty. The Col-
lege boasts an open-access lab of 600 high-
speed computers dedicated to student use, a
modern  teleconferencing  center, online
courses, and “wiring” of the entire campus. As
a result, Cerritos College has been dubbed
“the most technologically advanced commu-
nity college” in California for teaching and
learning.

Perhaps Cerritos College’s greatest asset is
its diversity. It is the fourth largest Latino serv-
ing community college in the nation and is
home to more than 300 international students.
Cerritos College’s commitment to serving the
community’s needs has empowered local stu-
dents and given them a chance to pursue their
dreams and become engaged with the rest of
the world.

| proudly celebrate with Cerritos College its
fiftieth anniversary and look forward to working
with the College and its students for many
more years to come.
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Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition and remembrance of the life of
Reverend Monsignor Robert D. Goodill, who
tragically died on April 1, 2005 from injuries
sustained in a car accident while in Mexico.
For nearly seven decades, Reverend Mon-
signor Goodill selflessly served the citizens of
northwestern Pennsylvania, acting as both a
community leader and spiritual counselor for
countless individuals. He was a man deeply
devoted to his church and his community,
dedicating the entirety of his life to the better-
ment of both.

Reverend Monsignor Robert D. Goodill was
born in Erie, Pennsylvania on October 23,
1912. He attended St. Patrick grade school
and later attended Cathedral Preparatory
School. In 1935, Reverend Monsignor grad-
uated from Catholic University of America with
an M.A. in Philosophy. Following his
ordainment as a priest at Our Lady of Humility
Church in Rome, Goodill was assigned as a
parochial vicar at St. Brigid Parish in Mead-
ville, PA. Rev. Monsignor Goodill entered mili-
tary service in 1943. He served as a chaplain
in the U.S. Navy during World War Il and
again from 1952 to 1954 during the Korean
Conflict, being named Naval Chaplain of the
year in 1953. In 1954, Goodill was appointed
as the founding pastor of Erie, Pennsylvania’s
St. Luke Church, a position he held until his
retirement in 1985. In 1994, after five decades
of loyal service to the church, Pope John Paul
Il named him a prelate of Honor with the title
of Monsignor.

The dedication Reverend Monsignor contin-
ually demonstrated for his church, community,
and nation warrant this body’s recognition. As
a community leader, spiritual counselor, and
war veteran, Reverend Monsignor Goodill’s life
embodied the American ideals of service,
commitment, and sacrifice. With his unfortu-
nate passing, the people of my district, the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the na-
tion have lost a truly exceptional and beloved
man.
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great honor for me to rise today to recognize
Cherry Fitch, Florida’s High School Principal of
the Year. For over 30 years Mrs. Fitch has
served Gulf Breeze High School, improving
students’ lives working as both a teacher and
an administrator.

She began her career at Gulf Breeze High
School in 1970 as an English teacher and 27
years of dedication later she became the prin-
cipal. She is an excellent principal, concerned
not only with the academic wellbeing of her
students but their social success as well. Al-
though Mrs. Fitch left the classroom, she re-
mained deeply involved in her students’ lives.
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